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A Letter from Jack Wray 

THS President 

Apparently, lots of people are taking notice of things going on in 

Toano.  I’ve never turned down an opportunity to speak to a group 

when asked. Public speaking was not part of my life prior to getting 

involved in Toano’s revitalization. It takes a lot of preparation and 

nerve and is something that never comes easy. What gets me through 

is how darn interesting our history and story is.  
 

The most recent speaking invitation I received came from the Tide-

water Virginia Historical Society to present via Zoom to their mem-

bers and the community at large.  It was advertised weekly in the Vir-

ginia Gazette for about a month in advance. Again, I did not turn them 

down because I believe in what we’re doing here in Toano. When I got 

started with the presentation on Sunday afternoon, March 14th, there 

were 72+ participants logged into the Zoom call. Some of these were 

folks I hadn’t seen in years and who used to live in Toano, and others 

were tuned in from as far away as Colorado. This time I wanted to pre-

sent the big picture that included not only our history but other ac-

complishments like the conceptual Master Plan for a proposed walk-

ing village like we used to have. The intent was to appeal to everyone 

from history buffs to potential investors. The Zoom presentation was 

well received by the audience, and I took a few questions at the end.  
 

I have come to rely on the expertise and talent of my cousin Tim Mar-

tin who along with his wife Patte are THS’s Newsletter, Website & So-

cial Media Co-Chairs. They were both instrumental in helping me for-

mat this latest presentation summarizing where we are to date with 

our efforts. Afterwards, Tim kicked it up a notch and published the 

presentation on Amazon, complete with script and beautiful pictures 

of our Village.  It is quality coffee table book material, and I encourage 

anyone interested to purchase it online or stop by the THS table at the 

Toano Open Air Market to get a copy!  All proceeds will go to THS. 
 

In other news around town, the bakery renovation is well underway at 

the corner of Church Lane and Route 60. The community is eagerly 

awaiting its completion sometime in late summer/early fall of 2021 

and looking forward to giving Virginia Bread Company a warm wel-

come! Last but not least, we invite you to come out to the Toano Open 

Air Market on the Green. There’s a wide array of vendors, and 

Maureen Anderson of Tasha’s Own does a great job organizing this 

weekly event. More details are inside this edition! Enjoy our Spring 

Newsletter.   
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THS 2020 Highlights 
 

In 2020, THS moved forward with advancing its 

mission to inspire a new sense of community 

spirit, promote interest in our history, and pre-

serve our small town character. 

• THS led Toano’s participation in the HGTV 

Hometown Takeover contest in February. 

The board commissioned the creation of a 

great video (located on YouTube) highlight-

ing Toano and its history. This generated 

lots of excitement, and the community was 

involved in the filming.  

• We published the inaugural THS newsletter, 

"Times in Toano" in the Spring. Our current 

goal is to publish it 3 times a year, and we 

met that goal in 2020.  

• THS participated in the James City County 

2045 Listening Forum in April. Jack Wray 

gave a 15-minute presentation via Zoom to 

the Forum Committee highlighting Toano's 

continuing efforts to revitalize and seek co-

operation from James City county to include 

the Village of Toano in their Comprehensive 

Plan.  

• Working with Maureen Anderson, we helped 

kick start the Toano Open Air Market in the 

Spring of 2020. This Market was held every 

Saturday through December 19th on the 

new Toano Station Green (where 4 blighted 

buildings were demolished in the Fall of 

2019). TOAM consisted of vendors offering 

local seasonal farm produce, hand crafted 

artisan products, and Toano Historical Soci-

ety merchandise. A food truck and local live 

music were onsite each Saturday. This 

brought community awareness to the Com-

mercial Historic District.  

• THS hosted a community event in Decem-

ber: The 2nd Annual Christmas Tree Light-

ing via Facebook Live. 

THS 2021 Goals 
 

THS is looking forward to furthering its mission 

in 2021. 

• Set up an online membership registration 

process for THS 

• Continue implementing the Four Point Ap-

proach (Economic Vitality, Design, Promo-

tion, and Organization) as recommended by 

the Virginia Main Street organization 

• Recruit volunteers for the following jobs 

 Volunteer Coordinator 

 Fundraising Chair 

 THS merchandise sales at the Toano 

Open Air Market 

 Manage online sales on the THS web-

site 

• Begin planning the expansion of the Toano 

Historic District 

THS Releases New Book: 

The History and  

Revitalization of Toano 

Based on a recent presentation by Jack Wray to 

the Tidewater Virginia Historical Society, this 

new book tells the history of Toano and summa-

rizes the current work for its revitalization. It is 

filled with pictures from across the years. Any-

one interested in the history and future of our  

village should check it out.  
 

The book is available for 

purchase on Amazon or 

at the THS table at the 

Toano Open Air Market. 

All proceeds will go to 

the Toano Historical So-

ciety. 

To view the original 

presentation on 

YouTube, go to https://

www.youtube.com/

embed/t6UT4wWnkkg?

start=236. 
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Toano History Spotlight: 

Chickahominy Baptist Church 

By Fred Boelt, THS Historian 

Located at 2900 Chicka-

hominy Road in Toano, 

Chickahominy Baptist 

Church is built on the site 

of an earlier Anglican 

church. In the late 1720s, 

the Vestry of James City 

Parish constructed a 

church there for the con-

venience of parishioners 

living in this general area. 

This location may have been the site of an 

even earlier church in Wilmington Parish 

that was dissolved around 1724. It was locat-

ed at the intersection of two ancient roads; 

Chickahominy Road and the road that led to 

Norvell’s Mill in the eighteenth century. The 

Marquis de Lafayette’s troops were en-

camped at the churchyard on June 26, 1781, 

prior to the Battle of Spencer’s Ordinary. On 

July 5th, he advanced his men from the 

church along Norvell’s Mill Road (present 

day Cranston’s) to fight in the Battle of 

Greenspring on July 6th. 

After the American Revolution and the dises-

tablishment of the state church, little is 

known of this church although it did survive 

until around the end of the Civil War. Sparse 

records indicate that church services for var-

ious denominations were held there from 

time to time. In his journal, Robert Morris, a 

school teacher and Baptist minister, men-

tioned preaching there several times in 

1845: “Sunday, June 27: I spoke at Chicka-

hominy and dined at Bro. [William T.] Lind-

say’s.” “Sunday, July 24; [referring to the 

fact that he is at James City Baptist Church]

…I was called on to say something as Bro. 

Lindsey was absent at Chickahominy…” 

“Sunday, September 7; Spoke at Chickahomi-

ny to a tolerable congregation.” Morris and 

Lindsey were two of four Baptist ministers 

who were serving the James City Baptist 

Church at that time. Additionally, it has been 

said that the Episcopalians occasionally held  

services as well in their former church.  

Undoubtedly, some fami-

lies continued to use the 

old church graveyard 

there, for broken pieces of 

two stones remain in a 

protected area in the 

parking lot today. During 

his tour of the Common-

wealth in the 1850s, Bish-

op Meade added credence 

to this: “There are also, I 

am told, some graves and tombstones around a 

church about ten miles from Williamsburg, called 

Chickahominy Church, and lying near the river.”  

From parts of one of the stones that remain, the 

following inscription was found: “Susanna Will-

cox, wife of Hamlin Willcox, daughter of Col. 

James Shields of York County, Virginia, died 

February 27, 1837, in the 68th year of age…”.  

Chickahominy Church is shown on the 1864 

Gilmer map indicating that the church building 

was still in existence then. In Colonial Churches 

of Tidewater Virginia, George Carrington Mason 

wrote referring to Chickahominy Church, “It ap-

pears to have survived until after the Civil War, 

and then burned; its ruins remained standing for 

several years afterward. A frame church, still 

known by the old church’s name, has been erect-

ed near its site by an [African American] Baptist 

congregation and one of its deacons remembers 

playing, as a boy, within the empty walls of the 

ancient brick building. Traces of the old church’s 

foundation are evident at the site, and one of its 

brick footings was encountered when recent  

[c 1938] graves were dug.”  

This frame church is thought to have been built 

about twelve years after the Civil War. An ever-

growing congregation has necessitated several 

expansions to this building, the most recent in 

2006. During the archaeological survey prior to 

this expansion, several men from the congrega-

tion were dismantling the steeple complex. Oral 

history indicates that this was added to the 

frame church building around 1895.  

(continued on page 4) 
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Toano Open Air Market 
Saturdays, 9:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

On Saturday mornings, the Toano Station Green 

is the site of a busy outdoor marketplace. Ven-

dors provide a wide variety of items for sale. 

You can find seasonal produce, delicious baked 

goods, Tasha’s Own products, and much more! 

Most weeks feature live music and a food truck. 

The Toano Historical Society will be there with 

Toano merchandise and information on how it is 

working to preserve the history and character 

of our special town. Come out and support fami-

ly farms and local agriculture and business! 

Follow the market on Facebook to see what won-

derful offerings will be provided in the coming 

weeks. 

Old church graveyard at CBC 

Become a Member of the 
Toano Historical Society 

 

If you would like to support the work of the 
Toano Historical Society, please consider be-
coming a member 
 
Annual Membership Cost: 
$25 Individual, $35 Family, $55 Business 
 

Membership Benefits 
• 10 % discount on THS merchandise 

• Early notification of THS events 

• Support the mission of THS to  inspire a new 
sense of community spirit, promote interest 
in our history, and preserve our small town 
character  

 

To receive information on how to join 
• Sign up at the THS table at the Toano Open 

Air Market 
• Email  

membership@toanohistoricalsociety.org  

THS Merchandise 

THS merchandise is available for purchase at 

the Toano Open Air Market. New items include 

the book The History and Revitalization of 

Toano, notecards featuring 

paintings of old Toano build-

ings by Toano artist Bill 

Shockley, and handmade salt 

and pepper grinders by wood-

worker Jim Harris. We also 

have T-shirts, hats, watercol-

or note cards by Louanne 

Martin, and the 2nd edition 

of From Toano to Germany 

and Back.   

Bill Shockley 

Today, Apostle Corwin R. Hammond, Sr. leads a 

large congregation at CBC World Ministry as the 

church is currently known. The members are 

called to “Worship God, Love Others, Serve the 

World.” The spiritual needs of many continue to 

be nourished on this ancient holy ground. 

Chickahominy Baptist Church 

(continued from page 3) 

It appeared that old pit-sawn timbers had been 

used for rafters in that addition, and at least one 

nail dated to the 1815-1830 period was found in 

these timbers. It is, of course, never wise to spec-

ulate on the provenance of such, but if this mate-

rial had been salvaged from the earlier church, 

perhaps repairs had been made to the colonial 

church in the early nineteenth century. 
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Meet the THS Board Members 
 

Periodically we will provide a profile of a Board 
Member.  This issue we feature Rich Krapf,  

THS Secretary. 

 

 

 

Rich & Peggy Krapf moved 

nine times in 21 years be-

fore finally settling in 

Toano.  Their travels took 

them coast-to-coast and to 

Germany and back.  They 

met in fifth grade in Wilkes

-Barre, PA and married 

shortly after college.  They 

have two children.  Mi-

chael is a TV news director 

in Arlington and Emily is a recruiter for Good-

will of Central & Coastal Virginia in Richmond.  

Rich attended the U.S. Air Force Academy in 

Colorado, which accounts for their frequent 

moves.  He retired after 20 years of active duty 

as a Lieutenant Colonel and looked for a second 

career that could combine his interests in histo-

ry, architecture and woodworking.  Their last 

assignment was Langley AFB, so Colonial Wil-

liamsburg was a natural choice.  He began 

working as an historic interpreter, spent a year 

in the Cabinetmaker Shop and 16 years as di-

rector of the Visitor Center. 

Rich & Peggy moved to Toano in 1993 and be-

gan converting a one-story rancher on Forge 

Road into a two story house – a project much 

more complex than envisioned and still a work 

in progress. 

Once established in Toano, Peggy opened her 

landscape design business and Rich looked for 

ways to advocate for managed growth in James 

City County and help revitalize Toano.  He is in 

his 15th year on the County Planning Commis-

sion, joined Friends of Forge Road & Toano as 

Treasurer, served on the boards of the Historic 

Virginia Land Conservancy and Olde Towne 

Medical & Dental Center and is Secretary of the 

Toano Historical Society. 

After so many years of short-term military as-

signments, Rich & Peggy are happy to call 

Toano home. 

Update – Toano Area Drainage & 
Roadway Improvements 

 

James City County is moving forward with 

drainage and roadway improvements in Toano. 

The JCC website describes the scope of work: 

“This project involves bicycle, pedestrian and 

drainage improvements on Richmond Road be-

ginning at Forge Road and ending just before 

Toano Middle School... Improvements include 

the addition of a landscaped median with pedes-

trian refuges, sidewalk and ADA ramp improve-

ments, crosswalks, striped bike lanes on each 

side of the road and storm drainage improve-

ments.” In addition, it is hoped that these im-

provements will slow traffic going through town. 
 

THS Board Member, Rich Krapf, has provided 

an update on the project. The current schedule 

is for the project to be advertised beginning on 

May 6, 2021 and closing at the end July. Then 

the contract award would hopefully be made by 

the end of 2021. Construction would start in 

March 2022 and be complete by March 2023. 

The impacts would be fairly typical for such pro-

jects with periodic lane closures and lane shifts. 

Detours are not anticipated. 
 

After the project is complete, a new traffic sur-

vey will be conducted to see if further traffic 

slowing measures are necessary. THS will be 

supporting the additional traffic slowdown 

measures as they will enhance the character of 

our “walkable village.” 

Wray Brothers Receive F.O.R.T. Award 

The Friends of Forge Road & Toano presented 

the F.O.R.T. 2019 Toano Beautification & Preser-

vation Award to Jack and Jeff Wray for their 

efforts in revitalizing Toano. The presentation 

was made by Linda Rice, F.O.R.T. President, at 

the March meeting of the THS Board. 
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